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the plateau, contains within its vast territory marked differences
in relief and climate. In the latter country, even in the more
or less settled plateau, three economic groups, the pastoralists
of the north, the cultivators of the centre, and those following
mixed farming in the south, tend to drift apart owing to diver-
gent interests and remoteness from one another.

The caprice of historical events and the dispositions made
by rulers in Europe who had no knowledge of local features,
have been mainly responsible for bringing diverse geographical
regions together under single government in a number of South
American republics. The results have been unfortunate because
the lack of geographical homogeneity has been one of the prime
causes of the only too frequent revolutions that have occurred
since independence was gained a century ago. The unscientific
drawing of frontiers has been a serious obstacle to the progress
of the continent as a whole. Destructive weapons of offence
have been introduced into the countries of South America much
more quickly and readily than efficient systems of central govern-
ment. In other words, statesmanship and railways are products
of slow growth, at all events among the Latin peoples and mes-
tizos of South America, and the old fighting spirit inherited
from the conquistadores and from the long period of frontier
warfare in the earlier days dies hard. Slowly but surely, how-
ever, interest in economic pursuits is gaining the field even in
these physically heterogeneous states, as it has done for some
time past already in the three consolidated and geographically
more or less simple republics of the South.

The economic development of South America has been slow
in proportion to the resources, even when allowance is made for
the great physical obstacles man has encountered there. The
concentration of attention on the search for precious minerals
on the part of the Spanish proved unfortunate. It resulted in
a wholesale destruction of life among the Indians and it absorbed
an incredible amount of labour for the mere services of trans-
portation. When the richer deposits became exhausted towards
the end of the eighteenth century, and still more, when in the
nineteenth century with the discovery of valuable mineral de-
posits in North America, Australia and Africa great advances
were made in the technique of mining in other parts of the world,
Spanish South America found itself left in a backwater. Brazil
suffered in a similar way but not nearly to the same extent,
owing to its much smaller dependence for wealth upon minerals.

The limited number of Europeans that crossed to South
America during the colonial period, together with the existence
of a submissive native population, led to the creation of large
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